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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER, HENRY A.) 

SUBJECT: REMARKS OF EGYPTIAN PRESS SPOKESMAN BASHIR FOLLOWING 
ASWAN MEETING BETWEEN SECRETARY KISSINGER AND PRESIDENT SADAT, 
MARCH 20, 1975. 

DEPARTMENT PASS NSCE FOR GENERAL SCOWCROFT AND NESSEN 

REF: STATE 24911 

1. SUBJECT REMARKS ARE FORWARDED FOR DEPARTMENT'S INFORMATION: QUOTE 

2. AMBASSADOR BASHIR: THE MEETING STARTED AT 9:20 (P.M) 

AND ENDED AT 12:00 (MIDNIGHT). THE TWO SIDES, PRESIDENT SADAT, 
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SIDE; SECRETARY KISSINGER, AMBASSADOR FIT.TS AND (UNDERSECRETARY) 
SISCO ON THE AMERICAN SIDE. THEY HAD A WORKING DINNER. THE 
PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY MET ALONE FOR HALF AN HOUR. 

DR. KISSINGER BROUGHT CERTAIN PROPOSAL WITH HIM. THESE PROPOSALS 
WERE STUDIED AND THE EGYPTIAN ANSWER WAS GIVEN TO DR. KISSINGER. 
WE STILL HAVE MANY DIFFICULTIES TO TACKLE. DR. KISSINGER WILL 
BE LEAVING TOMORROW MORNING FOR ISRAEL AND HE MIGHT BE RETURNING 
EITHER ON SATURDAY OR SUNDAY. 

3. QUESTION: WHAT TIME IS HE LEAVING? 

4. ANSWER: AMB. BASHIR: TOMORROW MORNING ABOUT 9:30 (A.M); 

I THINK AMBASSADOR ANDERSON IS TRYING TO GET YOU THE EXACT 
TIME. 

5. QUESTION: WHEN YOU SAID THAT MANY DIFFICULTIES REMAIN, 

DOES THAT SUGGEST THEY STILL HAVE NOT ACHIEVED A BREAKTHROUGH? 

6. ANSWER: AMB. BASHIR: WE HAVE GIVEN OUR COUNTER IDEAS 
AND OUR REACTION TO THE ISRAELI PROPOSALS. AND THERE REMAIN 
MANY DIFFICULTIES TO BE TACKLED. 

7. QUESTION: ARE THERE FEWER DIFFICULTIES THAN THERE WERE 
THE OTHER DAY? 

8. ANSWER: AMB. BASHIR: THERE ARE NEW POSITIONS, NEW 
IDEAS. AND IN THE LIGHT OF THE NEW IDEAS THERE WAS AN 
EGYPTIAN COUNTER RESPONSE. BUT THERE REMAIN MANY DIFFICULTIES 
STILL. I CAN NOT GO INTO THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THESE 
DIFFICULTIES. 

9. QUESTION: I DID NOT ASK YOU TO. THE QUESTION WAS. ARE 
THERE AS MANY DIFFICULTIES AS THERE WERE BEFORE THESE 
NEW PROPOSALS WERE BROUGHT HERE? 

10. ANSWER: AMB. BASHIR: I DID NOT COUNT THE DIFFICULTIES, 

BUT THERE STILL ARE MANY DIFFICULTIES. 

1 1 . QUESTION: WOULD YOU SAY AMBASSADOR, THAT THE TALKS ARE MAKING 
PROGRESS, OR IS THERE DANGER THAT THEY WILL BREAK DOWN? 
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12. ANSWER: AMB. BASHIR: WELL, NO, IT HAS NOT REACHED THAT, 
THERE ARE DIFFICULTIES THAT NEED TO BE TACKLED. 

13. QUESTION: CAN YOU SAY IF THERE WAS SOME SIGNIFICANT IN- 
VOLVEMENT OF THE STATEMENT THAT WAS MADE HERE LAST NIGHT 
CONCERNING EGYPT'S LEGAL POSITION ON NON BELLIGERENCY? HAS 
THIS MADE A SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE POSITION? 
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14. ANSWER: AMB. BASHIR: I CANNOT GET INTO THE SUBJECT MATTER 
OF THE TALKS, BUT THIS PARTICULAR STATEMENT OUGHT TO HAVE 
CLARIFIED TO EVERYBODY OUR LEGAL POSITION. 

15. QUESTION: MR. TAHSIN, YOU SAID NEW POSITIONS AND IDEAS, 

DOES THAT SUBSTANTIAL Y CHANGE THE BASIS OF THE AGREEMENT WE 
KNOW YOU ARE WORKING ON? 

16. ANSWER: AMB. BASHIR: NO, FUNDAMENTALS AND BASICS HAVE NOT 
CHANGED, BUT THERE ARE PROPOSALS AND OUR REACTION TO THEM. 

17. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING BASHIR REMARKS, SPOKESMAN ANDERSON 
CONFIRMED TO PRESS LENGTH OF MEETING, PARTICIPANTS, 9:30 AM 
DEPARTURE FOR ISRAEL ON MARCH 21 AND FACT THAT SECRETARY WILL 
BE BRINGING FURTHER EGYPTIAN IDEAS TO GOI. UNQUOTE 
KISSINGER 
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